Introduced by Council Members W. Jones, Yarborough and Johnson:


RESOLUTION 2008-899
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING DON AGNEW FOR HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND THE JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Don Agnew, a graduate of Old Dominion University with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, came to Jacksonville from Norfolk, Virginia, on August 24, 1970, to join the staff of WJCT Public Broadcasting; and


WHEREAS, during his tenure of almost forty years at WJCT, Mr. Agnew became well-known for his enthusiastic desire to be out in the community discussing issues of interest with citizens, and he contributed to cutting-edge public affairs programming, such as Feedback, and also directed The Black Family, Down to Earth with Jim Watson, City Views, and About Town; and


WHEREAS, his commitment to civic and educational issues led him to work with local organizations involved in combating illiteracy in connection with Project Literacy U. S., also known as PLUS, a national television and radio campaign to help curb adult illiteracy; and


WHEREAS, Don Agnew, a valuable and important resource for political and public affairs programming, gained notoriety for his production of such series as The Poll Cats and Week in Review, in addition to programs in WJCT’s continuing First Coast Forum series; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Agnew is especially appreciated for his production of WJCT’s continuing coverage of Jacksonville City Council and Duval County School Board meetings, affording area citizens an opportunity to see their local government in action; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Agnew’s dedication and professionalism have earned him multiple School Bell Awards for Journalistic Excellence, a Media Excellence Award from the Florida Education Association, and a Silver Award for Excellence in Television Programming from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and, in 1994, he produced the award-winning Surviving the Odds: A Young Black Male in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, Don Agnew has served the City of Jacksonville and its citizens both well and faithfully since his arrival in 1970, and the City Council finds him worthy of emulation and honor; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend Don Agnew for his many years of invaluable service to the City of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville City Council.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Don Agnew for his diligent professionalism, wishing for him all manner of success and happiness in his future endeavors.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2008\res\agnew jon.doc 
1
- 2 -


